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FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF EDITORIAL IN APRIL 29 EDITION OF 
"NATAL WITNESS". BEGIN TEXT: 

THE FORCED CANCELLATION OE THE LAST EPISODES OF THE AMERICAN 
TELEVISION SERIES, ROOTS, WHICH WAS BEING SHOWN AT THE 
UNIVERSITY OF NATAL, IS A SORRY BUSINESS INDEED. THE 
UNIVERSITY, WHICH WAS SHOWING THE SERIES IN CONJUNCTION WITH 
THE AMERICAN CULTURAL CENTRE IN DURBAN, WITHDREW THE SERIES 
AFTER A VISIT FROM THE VICE SQUAD ACTING ON A COMPLAINT BY A 
MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. 

IT WOULD APPEAR THAT THE SERIES HAD NOT BEEN REVIEWED BY THE 
PUBLICATIONS CONTROL BOARD - BUT WHATEVER THE LEGAL NICETIES 
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THE INDIGENT IS DEPLORABLE. ROOTS, WHICH IS A PORTRAYAL OF 
BLACK SLAVERY IN AMERICA, WAS SCREENED BY THE ABC NETWORK IN 
THE UNITED STATES LAST YEAR - WHERE IT RANKED AMONG THE 
ALL-TIME TOP TEN IN TV RATINGS. BLACK LEADERS HAILED IT AS 
AN IMPORTANT CIVIL RIGHTS EVENT. IRONICALLY, WITH SOUTH 
AFRICA INCREASINGLY UNDER PRESSURE, SOUTH AFRICAN AUDIENCES 
MIGHT HAVE LEARNT FROM IT TO SEE THEIR TROUBLES IN A WIDER 
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PERSPECTIVE, AGAINST THE BACKDROP OF AMERICAN SLAVERY AND 
INJUSTICE. 

THE CANCELLATION OF ROOTS IN SOUTH AFRICA IS NEWS - IT IS 
LIKELY TO RECEIVE WIDE PUBLICITY IN THE UNITED STATES, AND 
THE 130 MILLION AMERICANS WHO WATCHED THE SERIES ARE NOT LIKELY 
TO TROUBLE THEMSELVES WITH THE LEGAL NICETIES OF THE 
SITUATION. THE MESSAGE THAT WILL COME ACROSS IS THAT SOUTH 
AFRICA HAS PREVENTED ROOTS FROM BEING SCREENED. IT IS THUS 
THAT WE CULTIVATE ADVERSE PUBLICITY - AND THE ACTION OF AN 
OFFICIOUS MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC GOES A LONG WAY TOWARDS 
UNDOING MR. PIK BOTHA'S EFFORTS OVERSEAS. 

END TEXT. 

HUGHES 
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